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Elainel. Jones

JUL 30, 1949 - JAN 23, 2024

E laine L. Jones, age 74, of Waupaca, W1, formerly of Camas, WA and West Linn,
OR passed away unexpectedly, although peacefully on Tuesday, January 23,
2024 at Waupaca Elder Care Home. She was born Lois Elaine Ponting on July 30,
1949 in Salinas, CA; daughter of Claude Davis and LeVada (VanAusdall) Ponting. After
graduating from Alisal High School in 1967, she attended college at Lewis and Clark
College in Portland, OR, earning her teaching degree in 1971. Elaine began her
teaching career at North Oak Grove Elementary School in 1971 and later moved to
Mulino Elementary School. She furthered her education when she returned to Lewis
and Clark to get her Masters of Arts in Teaching. Elaine became the Vice-principal of
Athey Creek Middle School in West Linn, OR, and later became the Principal of
Creston Elementary School in Portland, OR. After retiring from the Portland Public
Schools, she went on to Washington State University in Vancouver, WA to be a
Professor of Elementary Education and Student Teacher Advisor, retiring again in
2013. Elaine touched the lives of many, many staff, students and families over the
years, many of whom she kept friendships with to this day.

Elaine met her former husband, John Alan Jones, in their hometown of Salinas in the early 1960’s.
You could say John was smitten for his former high school sweetheart and found his way back to
her in Portland while she was attending school. In 1970, they were married in Salinas, CA and
together they raised their two children, Jennifer and Joshua. They later divorced but remained
friends through the years.

Elaine loved to travel and entertain friends and family. Everyone was welcome in her home and
everyone left as a friend. She very rarely had an unkind word to say of anyone or anything.
Spending time at the beach (especially Cannon Beach, OR) with family as well as her girlfriends’
“beach trips” were memories she cherished. Elaine was an avid reader, a wonderful cook, loved to

tend to her home and flower gardens, and had a great talent for quilting, having made many
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gorgeous quilts for her friends and family. She loved to cheer for her favorite sports teams,
whether football, basketball, baseball, or soccer.

She was the most loving, selfless, and generous mother, grandmother, friend, sister, aunt, teacher,
and mentor that anyone could ask for. Our mother was a bright light to everyone who met her,
even in her final years. Elaine will be greatly missed by all of those who knew and loved her.

Elaine is survived by her daughter, Jennifer Ashley Jones of Kaukauna, WI; grandchildren, Haley
E. Abbs and Charlie J. Abbs, and son, Joshua Aaron (Elysia Steele-) Jones of Portland, OR;
grandchild, Rowan J. Jones; sister Rosa Lee (Henk) Wapstra of Bothell, WA; and also by many
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her mother LeVada Ponting; her father and step-mother C. Davis
(Peggy) Ponting; brother Claude Ponting; sister Donna Pueschel; and former husband and friend
John Jones.

Per Elaine’s wishes, she will be cremated and a celebration of her life will take place at a later date.
The family would like to thank Waupaca Elder Care Home and their staff for the love and care
our mother received the past few years. The Holly Funeral Home of Waupaca is assisting the
family with arrangements.
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Events

Cemetery Details

@ Holly Cremation Service
Waupaca WI
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" Tribute Wall Elaine L. Jones

June Canty shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Elaine and | shared a special friendship. We had lots in common and always had a
good time together. We also worked extremely well together and | admired her
professionalism.When | got engaged, Elaine immediately volunteered to help me
plan and stage the wedding. The joke was that without her good taste, | would have
gotten married in a bowling alley with a potluck, instead of having an elegant wedding at a beautiful
winery. We worked really hard together to get everything ready and Elaine was invaluable to me. | miss
her so much!

February 1at 9:35 AM

Cheryl Kirkpatrick Mattison posted:

Elaine and | were great friends in Salinas, Ca. while attending Alisal High School. We were
cheerleaders together and friends throughout high school, hanging out together in our many
activities. | had not seen or heard from her since, but our memories together will always stay close to
my heart. Sending prayers and condolences to her family.

January 31at12:46 PM

Dana Jacobs posted:

| am sorry to learn of Elaine's passing. | met her in the 80's when she taught at Scott School in
Portland before becoming the Principal at Creston. When she retired | followed her as Creston'’s
Principal in 2003. The reason | requested a transfer there was due to Elaine's expert leadership and
focus on excellent literacy instruction. She graciously welcomed me to "her school” and shared her
knowledge and time with me to make a smooth transition in leadership. | am thankful for her
friendship over the years including a wonderful trip to New Orleans for a conference! The flight there
was tumultuous where food was flying! Oh my we laughed about that flight every time we got
together. Rest in peace, Elaine. You left too soon but | know you are peaceful and worry free.

January 29 at 6:09 AM
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February 1at 9:35 AM

Celebrating!

PAGE 7 OF 9



ElainelL. Jones
JUL 30, 1949 - JAN 23, 2024

Rehearsal dinner with belly dancing! Prepping for the ceremony and posing with my dear
friends
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Elaine by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit
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